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Letter from Mr. Syme acting for Mr. Murray of Broughton and Cally
to Robert Oliphant Esq., Postmaster General of Scotland in 1773.

Sir
I hope you will pardon me fur troubling you with this upon 2 Subject | could berrer
have explained in Comersation. It is in relation 1o fining 2 Post Office & Pest
Master an the High rosd leading from Dusmfries 1o Part Patrick, comcemning which
Mr. Murray of Broughton amnd Lady Catherine Murray have write me in the most pressing
manner o mform you and beg your asistance so far as consistent with your duty to the
public. . . . For time past memaocy this Post Office has been fived ar Gatehowuse of Fleet,
which i ar the Foot of the avenue of Mr. Murrays howse which he has lately built and
where he has Lid it o very extensive policy.  Mefare he did that Gatehouse was an
incansiderable place. but as it s sitwate in 4 foe open Country on the side of & Navigable
River where the Tide tlows, and there s now built there a great many very neat Houses
upon Grownd which Mr. Murray has fewed, and which is will increasing s that it has
the prospect of being one of the prettiest Villages without exception in the whole
South Country, There b a very comidersble Tannerie & Brewerie lately erected there
where Mr. Murray several Gentlemen of the Country & some from Fogland are concerned.
Manulactories are established there, 2 Stamp Master is appointed, Public Shopn are kept
and there are Artificers of almost every kind employed.  The Gatehouse Is not half &
Mile distant froen Mr. Murrays principal House, he has built 4 fine Inn there containing
abave 15 or 16 good Rowm with Stables and every conseniency and WhergFont Chalves
are to be had in the wme manner as in England, one could therelure mat imagine o better
vituation for 2 Post house. It would therefore require some excending good reasin to
make any Alteration therein. He admins the last Postrraster was very negligent and
unwaorthy of his Trust, an exceeding good reason for removing him, but nooe for
removing the Post Office itell, however It so happened that having met with ane
deputed from the Postmaster of England 1o Bx the Stages, they have altered the Situation
of the Post Office & removed it 10 an Obwure part the' on the Post road, called the
Clanchare of Alnworth sbout two Miles further than the Gatehouse w that the Stage
from Carlingwark - to Gatehouse which b about 1§ miles bs now lengthened out 1o 13
& the remainder of Stage to Ferrytown of Cree b only Six or eight Miles which My,
Murray appeehended i & very improper divisin.  The place . . . where it is proposed
o be tived I a new erected two ponny House and two o three poor Cattages where
m horses ever where kept for the Service of the Public, sitated in & sort of Glen and
very wlitary when compared with the Gatehouse, the foemer Situstion.  What could be
the Inducement 1o make this imprper Alteration Me. Murray canm Ny, o oo Hoping
for your Anvwer st Conveniency, | am &,

John Svme
Edhin. 24 June 127y



Best Wishes for Christmas

and New Year

from

Mrs. Murrav Usher




