
FAMILY  GROUP  No.  Fam048 A F B 

HUSBAND James  HUNTER  (Jim)                                   Master Joiner, Undertaker, Registrar 

Birth 28 – 06 – 1867 Place Drumburn, New Abbey, Kirkcudbrightshire, Scotland 

Christening  Place  
Marriage 01 – 06 – 1904 Place St. George’s United Free Church, Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire  
Death 15 – 07 – 1937                    (age 70) Place Gatehouse-of-Fleet   (Blackloch football field) 
Burial 19 – 07 – 1937   (Sun) Place Anwoth Churchyard, Gatehouse 
Husband’s Father Samuel  HUNTER              (estate joiner) Husband’s Mother Catherine  McMILLAN Parents Group Record 12 
Husband’s Other  Wives  

 

WIFE Elizabeth Duguid  NICOL  (Liz)                 District Nurse, Assistant Registrar 

Birth 15 – 05 – 1875 Place Cappernook, Chapel of Garioch, Aberdeenshire 

Christening  Place  
Death 07 – 08 – 1944                    (age 69) Place Gatehouse-of-Fleet, Drumaber, Garden Street 
Burial  Place Anwoth Churchyard, Gatehouse 
Wife’s Father John  NICOL                       (farmer) Wife’s Mother Mary Leslie  NICOL Parents Group Record 13 
Wife’s Other  Husband’s  

 

Sex CHILDREN  WHEN  BORN WHERE  BORN 1st MARRIAGE TO  WHOM WHEN  DIED Grp 

M / F Given Names Surname      Rec 

1 F Freda Nicol HUNTER 26 – 07 – 1906 Sawmill House, Gatehouse spinster  05 – 04 – 1963  
2 F Ann Eliza Stewart    (Nan) HUNTER 22 – 03 – 1909 Cally Saw Mill, Gatehouse spinster  12 – 09 – 1942  
3 M Arthur James HUNTER 28 – 10 – 1910 Sawmill House, Gatehouse 26 – 08 – 1940 Agnes  WYSE 14 – 11 – 1975 3 
4          
5          
6          
7          

 

James HUNTER & Elizabeth NICOL are paternal grandparents of  Margaret WRIGHT (née HUNTER). 

We have transcribed copies of the birth, marriage and death certificates for James and Elizabeth ex New Register House in Edinburgh.       David McMillan, James’ cousin, was best  
      man at their wedding and the reception was held at The Douglas Arms, Castle Douglas. 
We have original birth, marriage and death certificates for Arthur Hunter.  We have a newspaper cutting announcing Freda’s bi rth : she was named after James’s brother Frederick. 
We have transcribed copies of birth certificates for Freda & Nan.  Nan was named after Anne Eliza Murray-Stewart, the wife of the Laird at Cally where James & Elizabeth worked. 
The Hunter family bible gives death dates for James, Elizabeth, Freda and Nan.  
In 1899, and at the age of 31, James left Drumburn to take up the post as Clerk of Works on the Cally Estate, with accommodat ion being provided by his employer at the Sawmill 

House in Gatehouse. At roughly the same time Elizabeth moved to Gatehouse from Aberdeenshire to nurse Horatio Granville Murra y-Stewart, the ageing Laird of Cally. 
James was a freemason and an elder at Girthon Parish Church. In 1925 he built Drumaber, a bungalow in Garden St, Gatehouse. In 1929 James & Arthur started their own business  
      as J&A Hunter, joiners and undertakers, based at 6 Catherine St., Gatehouse.   Elizabeth was district nurse in Gatehouse for many years. 
Freda was a schoolteacher and during her later years taught in Kettering. Nan, a children’s nanny, was cycling with her charges when she was killed in a road accident near Watford. 
James, Elizabeth and Nan are all buried at Anwoth churchyard, Gatehouse. Freda died in Kettering. Nan’s death certificate no.  (Oct- Dec 1942 3a 1230 Watford) 
Before marriage, Jim lived at Drumburn and was an NCO with the Galloway Rifles (source David MacMillan). He also had a hobby of keeping and showing poultry. 

During WW1 Jim served at the 2 prisoner of war camps on the Isle of Man. 
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1904 wedding at Castle Douglas of James Hunter & Elizabeth Nicol (best man was James’ cousin David McMillan) 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 





Fam 06 : James HUNTER & Elizabeth D NICOL 
 
We have a copy of certificates which are contained in the following files :  

James’ birth certificate : 1867 Birth James Hunter.JPG 
James & Elizabeth marriage : 1904 Marriage James Hunter & Elizabeth Nicol.JPG 

Elizabeth’s death certificate : 1944 Death Elizabeth D Hunter.JPG 
 
We have transcribed copies of all James & Elizabeth’s birth, marriage & death certificates  (below). 
All Arthur’s records are contained within Family 3 details. 
We have transcribed copies of birth certificates for Freda & Nan (below). 
The graveyard inscription below gives death dates for Freda & Nan (both were spinsters).  

We have a reference to Nan’s death record : Anne E S Hunter, age 33, Watford Vol 3a Page 1230 
 
We have copies of army medal records for WW1 which we think refer to this James HUNTER. 
           
 

 
 

These photos are of James Hunter. The one on 

the far left shows him wearing regular army 
uniform, with sergeant stripes. The photo on 
the right shows him wearing a Glengarry. 
 
 

   
 

Info ex National Archives for medals won in WW1. 
12 related to sergeants 
Of these only the Royal Scots Fusiliers wore a regular army uniform but also used the Glengarry.  

Description 
Medal card of Hunter, James 

Corps Regiment No Rank 

Royal Scots Fusiliers 37474 Serjeant 

Labour Corps 5008 Serjeant 
 

Date 1914-1920 

 
 



Nurse Elizabeth Hunter 
District Nurse & Midwife in Gatehouse of Fleet. 

by Margaret Wright (née Hunter) 
 

My grandmother, Elizabeth Duguid Nicol, was born at Cappernook 
Farm, Chapel of Garioch, Aberdeenshire in 1875. Her father, John 
Nicol, was a farmer, her mother was Mary Leslie Nicol. Elizabeth was 
the third child in a family of nine. 
 

I do not know where Elizabeth trained to be a nurse but it was 
probably in Aberdeen. Three of her sisters  (Jean, Isabella and Mary) 
also trained as nurses. Two of her brothers were policemen. It has 
been suggested that these two occupations were considered 'safe' ways 
to send youngsters to a big city, since housing and other support was 
given to people in these professions. 
 

I do not know whether there was a specific invitation, but In the late 
1890's Elizabeth moved from Aberdeenshire to Gatehouse of Fleet in 
Kirkcudbrightshire where she was employed as a nurse at Cally 
House. The then laird of the Cally Estate, ageing Horatio Granville 

Murray Stewart, needed to be nursed.  He died in 1904. 
In the 1901 census she was a lodger in a house in Castle Douglas, 15 
miles from Gatehouse, and was listed as a sick nurse.  
 
In 1904 Elizabeth married James Hunter, the clerk of works on the 
Cally Estate, and moved to the Cally Saw Mill in Ann Street, 

Gatehouse.  Between 1906 and 1910 she and James had 3 children.  
A young Nurse Nicol 

 
 

 
Elizabeth (Liz) Hunter about 1914 with her young family, 

Freda, Arthur and Nan. 

 
In 1913 Elizabeth's son Arthur developed a life threatening ear 
condition. An emergency mastoid operation was carried out on the 
kitchen table at the Saw Mill House by the local doctor Alexander 
Dott, and Elizabeth assisted him. 
 

She had started nursing again officially by the 1920's when she 
was appointed the first nurse of the Gatehouse Nursing 
Association and was a popular local figure. A number of people 
who are now in their 80's and 90's have proudly  say that they are 
'Nurse Hunter babies'. 
 

They include Bobby Carson who was born on 22nd June 1925 at 
Conchieton Farm, Twynholm.  Nurse Hunter also delivered 
Bobby's siblings John, Willie and Betty. When Betty was born, 
young Bobby was annoyed by all the fuss about his new sister so 
he went to the hen-house and smashed a load of freshly laid eggs. 
Nurse Hunter was not amused and gave him castor oil as 

punishment.  Bobby says this punishment did not work - he likes 
castor oil !  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
Left - Nurse Hunter with 
newborn baby Bobby 
Carson 22/06/1925. 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 

 Right - a young Bobby 

Carson, who liked castor 
oil. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Elizabeth later worked with another local doctor,  Dr. 
Alexander Craig. 
In 1926 twin boys were born in Gatehouse and they were 
named Nichol Hunter Shaw (known as Hunter) and 
Alexander Craig Shaw (know as Craig) in gratitude to the 
help given by the doctor and nurse. Sadly Hunter died as a 

yougster but Craig Shaw lived in Gatehouse until he was 
70. 
 

 
Elizabeth Hunter c.1935 (age 60) 

 
Even after she retired, she would treat minor wounds at 
her home. One day some local lads decided to make a 
'bomb' which of course caused some minor injuries when 
it exploded. The boys chose to go and see Nurse Hunter  
to be patched up rather than go home to their parents. 

 

 

 
Elizabeth died in Gatehouse in 1944, 7 years after 
her husband. This obituary was published in the 
local paper (Galloway News). 

 
 



Dr Alexander Dott died unexpectedly in October 1916 
leaving Gatehouse without a local doctor, the nearest being 
in Kirkcudbright 9 miles away. A situation that contined 
until after the end of World War I. Elizabeth stepped in to 

help out whenever she could.  To show their appreciation, 
Elizabeth was given a presentaion, as reported in the 
Dumfries & Galloway Standard  23rd Dec, 1916. 
 
. Nurse Hunter understood the strain on young mothers with 
large families. In 1930 after the birth of Hamish MacInnes, 

she realized that his mother Catherine was a long way from 
home (she was from the Isle of Skye) and had 4 other young 
children to cope with.  Looking at the 3 MacInnes  girls, she 
chose Chrissie, aged 7, to accompany her on her rounds. 
Chrissie was delighted and for many years dreamed of 
becoming a 'Nurse Hunter'. Chrissie is seen here, dressed as 

a Nurse Hunter, in the local gala.   .       



Name James  HUNTER 
Birthdate 1867 
Ref. No. 877 / 17 
Date Researched 30 – 05 – 2000 

COPY  OF  BIRTH  CERTIFICATE 
 

 

No 

 

Name 

 

When & Where Born 

 

Sex 

Father’s name & profession 

Mother’s name & maiden name 
Date & Place of marriage 

 

Name & qualification of informant 

 

When & Where registered 

 
 
 

17 
 

 
 

 
 
 

James Hunter 

 
1867 

June Twenty-eighth 
3h 45m p.m. 
Drumburn 

New Abbey 

 
 
 

M 

Samuel Hunter 
Joiner 

 
Catherine Hunter 

m.s. McMillan 

 
1863 Decr 4th Troqueer 

 
 

Samuel Hunter 
Father 

(not present) 

1867 
July 10th 

 
at New Abbey 

 
Wm. Caird 

Registrar 

 
Parish of New Abbey 
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright 
Date 1867 

 

Name Elizabeth Duguid  NICOL 
Birthdate 15 – 05 – 1875 
Ref. No. 179 / 23 
Date Researched  

COPY  OF  BIRTH  CERTIFICATE 
 

 
No 

 
Name 

 
When & Where Born 

 
Sex 

Father’s name & profession 
Mother’s name & maiden name 

Date & Place of marriage 

 
Name & qualification of informant 

 
When & Where registered 

 

 
 

23 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Duguid Nicol 

 

15th May 1875 
10h 00m pm 

 
Cappernook, 

Chapel of Garioch 

 

 
 
F 
 

 

John Nicol, farmer 
 

Mary Nicol (m.s. Nicol) 
 

Married 16th December 1870 
at Chapel of Garioch 

  

 
Parish of  
County of  
Date  

 



Name James Hunter & Elizabeth Nicol 
Date of marriage 01 – 06 – 1904 
Ref. No. 869 / 8          [Kelton] 
Date Researched  

COPY  OF  MARRIAGE  CERTIFICATE 
 

 

No 

Date & 

Place of 
marriage 

Husband’s name & 

profession 
Wife’s name & 

occupation 

 

Age 

Address at time  

of marriage 

Father’s name & profession 

Mother’s name & maiden name 
 

Name & qualification 

of informant 

 

Witnesses 

When & Where 

registered 

 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1st June 
1904 

 
Castle 

Douglas 

 
 

James Hunter 
Clerk of Works 

 
Elizabeth Nicol 

Nurse 

 
 

37 
single 

 
 

spinster 

 
 

Gatehouse 
 

 
Castle Douglas 

 
 

Samuel Hunter, Estate Joiner 
Catherine Hunter (m.s. McMillan) 

 
John Nicol, farmer (deceased) 

Mary Nicol (m.s. Nicol) 

  
 

David McMillan 
 

 
Isabell Stewart 

 

 
 

Parish of  
County of  
Date 

 

 
 

Newspaper announcement in the : 
Dumfries and Galloway Standard and Advertiser  (June 4 th 1904) 

Marriage Notice      
On the 1st inst. at St. George’s United Free Church, Castle Douglas by the Rev. W.M.Jamieson 
assisted by the Rev. John Stewart, Minister of Girthon, James Hunter, Clerk of Works, Cally, 
Gatehouse to Elizabeth, daughter of the late John Nicol of Wardhead, Insch, Aberdeenshire. 

 

  



Name James  HUNTER 
Date of death 15 – 07 – 1937 
Ref. No. 855 / 4 
Date Researched  

COPY  OF  DEATH  CERTIFICATE 
 

No Name When & Where Died Sex Age Father’s name & profession 

Mother’s name & maiden name 

Cause of death 

Medical attendant 

Name & qualification 

of informant 

When & Where 

registered 

 
 
 
4 
 
 

 
 

 
 

James Hunter 
(retired master joiner) 

 
married to Elizabeth Nicol 

 
Football Field, 

Gatehouse 
 

Usual residence, 
Drumaber, Gatehouse 

 
 

M 

 
 

70 

 
Samuel Hunter (joiner) 

(deceased) 
 

Catherine Hunter (m.s. McMillan) 
(deceased) 

 
 

Heart disease & 
failure 

 
 

E Hunter, 
widow & assistant 

registrar 

 

 
Parish of  
County of  
Date  

 

Name Elizabeth Duguid HUNTER 
Date of death 07 – 08 – 1944 
Ref. No.  
Date Researched  

COPY  OF  DEATH  CERTIFICATE 
 

No Name When & Where Died Sex Age Father’s name & profession 

Mother’s name & maiden name 

Cause of death 

Medical attendant 

Name & qualification 

of informant 

When & Where 

registered 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Elizabeth Duguid Hunter 
 

Widow of 
James Hunter, joiner 

 
August 7th 1944 

00h 05m am 
 

Drumaber, 
Gatehouse 

 
 

F 
 

 
 

69 

 
John Nicol, farmer 

(deceased) 
 

Mary Nicol (m.s. Nicol) 
(deceased) 

 
Carcinoma of the 

larynx 
 
 

C Craig 

 
 

 
A J Hunter 

(son) 

 

 

Parish of  
County of  
Date  

 



Name Freda Nicol  HUNTER 
Birthdate 26 – 07 – 1906 
Ref. No. 855 / 17 
Date Researched  

COPY  OF  BIRTH  CERTIFICATE 
 

 

No 

 

Name 

 

When & Where Born 

 

Sex 

Father’s name & profession 

Mother’s name & maiden name 
Date & Place of marriage 

 

Name & qualification of informant 

 

When & Where registered 

 
 
 

17 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Freda Nicol Hunter 

 
July 26th 1906 
02h 45m am 

 
Saw Mill, 

Gatehouse 

 
 
 
F 

 
James Hunter, Clerk of Works, 

Cally Saw Mill, Gatehouse 
 

Elizabeth Hunter (m.s. Nicol) 

 
Married June 1st 1904  

at Kelton 

 
 
 

James Hunter   (father) 

 
 

August 11th 1906 
 

Gatehouse 

 
David Craig, 

Assistant Registrar 

 
Parish of Girthon 
County of Stewartry of Kirkcudbright 
Date 1906 

 
Name Ann Eliza Stewart  HUNTER 
Birthdate 1909 
Ref. No. 866 / 8 
Date Researched 30 – 05 - 2000 

COPY  OF  BIRTH  CERTIFICATE 
 

 
No 

 
Name 

 
When & Where Born 

 
Sex 

Father’s name & profession 
Mother’s name & maiden name 

Date & Place of marriage 

 
Name & qualification of informant 

 
When & Where registered 

 
 
 
8 
 
 

 

 
 

Ann Eliza 
Stewart 
Hunter 

 
1909 

March Twenty-second 
6h 10m a.m. 

Cally Saw Mill 
Gatehouse 

 
 
 
F 

James Hunter 
Clerk of Works 

 
Elizabeth Hunter 

m.s. Nicol 
 

1904 June 1st Kelton 

 
 

James Hunter 
Father 

(present) 

1909 
April 10th 

 
at Gatehouse 

 
David Cannis ? 

Registrar 

 
Parish of Girthon 
Stewarty of Kirkcudbright 
Date 1909 

 


