'(Gatehouse ((Yiew with Statues'
John Faed (1818 - 1902)

Originally the backdrop for the Town Hall stage,
now hanging in the Dining Room of Gatehouse School




ohe Background

When James Murray of Broughton inherited the Cally Estates in about 1763
the town was little more than a village, on the main road from Portpatrick to
Carlisle and London. In 1790 a Yorkshireman, James Birtwhistle, was refused
permission to build a cotton mill in nearby Kirkcudbright, so James Murray seized
the opportunity to bring industry to Gatehouse, hoping it would become a rival to
Glasgow. The streets of Gatehouse were based on the same grid pattern but the
hopes for a permanent industrial life were dashed by the middle of the nineteenth
century when the rise of the Lancashire mills put the local mills out of business. For
another seventy years or so the biggest mills were turned to timber handling and
produced bobbins for Glasgow's Coats reeled cotton factory.

In 1795, however, at the peak of the industrial success, James Murray
applied to the King to grant a Charter to the town as a Burgh of Barony, which
charter was signed by George III on June 30th 1795. It was to celebrate this
Bicentenary that a special committee was set up, under the chairmanship of James
Murray Usher, to co-ordinate and instigate a series of events.

There are many artists and craftsmen living in Gatehouse now, and
two of them, Brian Arneill and Jeremy Carlisle, were the instigators of the project
to paint a picture of the town as it is today, using any members of the public who
would like to add their contribution. These two artists, in turn, were inspired by the
19th century Gatehouse painter, John Faed, who painted a picture of Gatehouse
through an imaginary arch - in practice the design for the back-drop of the stage of
the Town Hall which was built in 1889. Faed had painted his view of the town from
the window of his house, Ardmore, looking down the street to the river, but the
1995 painting looks the other way, up the street.



(zatehouse in 1995
The view painted on June 24th 1995




Ohe Work Place
by the bridge over the River Fleet




Ohe First Brushful of Paint

by James Murray Usher




Ohe Second ...

by Mrs Ruby Murray Usher




(Next came the Young Agtists







And the not so young .../
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Ohe Men in Charge
Jeremy Carlisle (right) and Brian Arneill (centre)
with another local artist




Ohe Presentation

1to r: Brian Arneill, (Artist), Howard McLean (Headmaster), Jane McGivern (Town

Crier), Liz Niven (representing the Gulbenkian Foundation), Jenny Wilson
(Dumfries and Galloway Arts Association), James Murray-Usher (Chairman,
Bicentenary Committee), Lilian Dent (Bicentenary Committee), Helen
Keating (Secretary, Bicentenary Committee), Jeremy Carlisle (Artist).







ohe Contributors

Photographs by

¢ (geoffrey (Keating
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