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Martha Sharpe Forrester
(Patti) 1855-1908

Her Life

Martha Sharpe Forrester Jack was born 22nd July 1855 at Girthon Manse, Gatehouse, the oldest of 5
children. Parents were Rev Hugh Morton Jack, minister of Girthon Parish (born 1825, Avondale,
Lanarkshire, died 1879 Gatehouse) and Martha Sharpe Forrester, (born 1833, Glasgow, died 1913 St
Andrews). Hugh and Martha were married at Girthon in 1852.

When in Gatehouse she is believed to have been helped and encouraged by artist brothers Thomas and John
Faed. She had been educated in Paris.

In the 1861 & 1871 census she was living at Girthon manse with her parents.

Her father died in 1879.

According to the 1881 census Martha, her widowed mother, and 3 of her sisters and her mother's sister were
living in Dunblane. Presumably she re-visited her childhood home because she painted ‘Cottage Home’
(Girthon Kirk) in 1883.

In the 1891 census Martha was with her mother in St Andrews and describes herself as a landscape painter.

Between 1889 to 1900 Martha taught Fine Arts at University College, Dundee. She may have been the first
female lecturer there.

In 1898 Martha went to Ottawa, Canada to visit her sister Elizabeth and her husband Edward Prince.

Martha taught and painted while in Canada and is recorded in the 1901 Ottawa census as living with the
Prince family.

In 1901 she returned to Scotland to visit her mother.

In 1902 an art exhibition was held in Ottawa of Patti Jack's paintings. Many had Scottish subjects and a
number were of the St Andrews area. All the paintings at the exhibition were sold.

She later returned to Scotland and died at St Andrews on 23rd February 1908.

Her Work

The link below leads to the ‘In the Artists Footsteps’

website. When you have viewed the contents, remember

to use your browser’s "back" button to return to this

page. o
In the Artists Footsteps

This website lists 3 known titles for paintings by Martha
Jack of subjects around Gatehouse.
1882 - Morning on the Shore (Sandgreen)
1883 - Cottage Home (Girthon Kirk)
1897 - The Old Castle (Cardoness)

She signed her paintings as 'Patti Jack'



https://www.kirkcudbrightgalleries.org.uk/artists-footsteps/artist/martha-sharpe-forrester-patti-jack/

